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Rethink Priorities (RP) is a think-and-do tank that combines careful analysis with
practical action to make progress on global priorities. Our comparative advantage
lies in working upstream, where rigorous thinking and early, well-informed
decisions can make a meaningful difference.

We take a cross-cause perspective because understanding trade-offs and
connections between areas such as animal welfare, global health, and longtermist
priorities is essential for lasting impact. By helping funders assess opportunities
across causes using transparent, evidence-based frameworks, we improve how
resources are allocated. And by identifying emerging areas like digital
consciousness or invertebrate welfare before they become crowded, we can help
shape the direction of entire fields while they are still developing.

About us

180
research pieces or
outputs worked on

Supported decision-
makers with budgets of

HUNDREDS OF
MILLIONS

9 fiscal sponsees
via our
Special Projects
program

collaborated with

clients
84 47

conferences
and stakeholder
meetings30+

early-career researchers
through fellowships and
collaborations

Press mentions

Trained or advised

As well as citations by several leading meta-organizations, including BlueDot
Impact, Probably Good, Animal Charity Evaluators, Giving What We Can, Open
Philanthropy, Centre for Effective Altruism, 80,000 Hours, and Ambitious Impact.
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Our research in global health and development supported some of the
biggest philanthropic funders, whose program budgets total hundreds
of millions of dollars.

We guided donor decisions amid US foreign aid cuts, with coverage in
the Associated Press.

    H I G H L I G H T S

New York University’s Center for Minds, Ethics, and Policy (CMEP)
hosted a workshop on our behalf, bringing together experts from major
AI labs, academia, and research nonprofits to inform our forthcoming
Digital Consciousness Model.

Provided operational support to key AI safety and governance startups
such as Apollo Research and the Institute for AI Policy & Strategy.

Helped coordinate leading organizations on neglected animal welfare
strategies and enabled major funders to more confidently deploy
almost $10M in EU farmed-animal welfare grants.

Priorities for 2026
The world is changing quickly, and the choices we make today may shape the lives
of people, animals, and future generations for years to come. With your support,
RP will focus on:

Redirecting major philanthropic
capital toward cost-effective
opportunities in global health,
animal welfare, and longtermism.

Building and scaling evidence-
based animal welfare
interventions to improve the
lives of billions of animals.

Advancing decision-making
tools under uncertainty
through work on moral
weights, digital sentience, and
cross-cause cost-effectiveness.

Supporting and incubating
high-potential initiatives
tackling AI risks and other
emerging challenges.

Expanding communication and evaluation systems to make RP’s
impact more visible and verifiable.

We are also launching new initiatives in AI strategy, digital minds research, and a
cross-cause interdisciplinary hub that strengthens RP’s capacity to respond to
emerging global priorities.
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Our funding needs and how you can help
Our 2026 core budget is $7.5M, but we believe we can productively deploy at least
$9.3M to scale high-leverage opportunities.

     H O W  U N R E S T R I C T E D  F U N D I N G  U N L O C K S  E F F I C I E N C I E S
     A N D  C R E A T E S  C A T A L Y T I C  I M P A C T

Most of our funding is understandably tied to specific projects or cause areas, and
we deeply value that support. But flexible funding often accomplishes what
restricted dollars cannot: it strengthens our operational backbone, enabling the
entire organization to run more efficiently, and allows us to act quickly on
neglected or time-sensitive opportunities.

Several of our most influential lines of work began this way—for example, the
Moral Weight Project, our early work on digital consciousness, and improvements
to our digital tools for philanthropic decision-making.

To illustrate the impact this can have, here is how different levels of unrestricted
funding would likely be deployed in 2026:

Around $250K could strengthen our operational backbone across finance, HR,
and monitoring and evaluation, helping all teams work more efficiently.
About $1M could fund exploratory research that foundations rarely support,
such as early work on new animal welfare interventions or global health data
gaps, shaping future giving.

Roughly $2.5M could enable us to scale cross-cause and frontier projects, from
AI cognition and digital minds to new decision-making tools and incubated
initiatives.

The following table provides a snapshot of our financial position with respect to
restricted assets, expenses, and room for more funding.

Area 
Current assets (as of

Sep 30, 2025) 
2025 Estimated

expenses

Estimated room for
more funding through

year-end 2026 

Global Health &
Development

$1,265,000 $1,035,000 $1,785,000

Animal Welfare $1,405,000 $1,595,000 $2,185,000

Worldview
Investigations

$445,000 $825,000 $2,000,000

Surveys and Data
Analysis

$220,000 $355,000 $305,000

AI Strategy  $15,000  $25,000 $525,000

Core Operations $1,590,000 $1,915,000 $2,500,000

Total $4,940,000 $5,750,000 $9,300,000

                                                                                                                                                             Strategic Insights Q3 2025     P 2                                                                                                                                                        2026 Funding Opportunities     P 4  

https://forum.effectivealtruism.org/s/y5n47MfgrKvTLE3pw
https://bit.ly/digital-minds-welfare
https://parliament.rethinkpriorities.org/
https://ccm.rethinkpriorities.org/
https://rethinkpriorities.org/publications/portfolio-builder-tool


For donors who prefer to support a particular field, general gifts to each
department sustain core teams and fund top-priority projects. Please find
overviews of how each of our departments would deploy more funding and learn
more about these and other projects/initiatives in the department-specific sections
of our full 2025 Results and 2026 Plans and Funding Needs report:

WORLDVIEW
INVESTIGATIONS

has room for $2 million more
funding in 2026. With increased

support, we can scale our work on
cross-cause prioritization ($825K)
and focus on understanding policy
and social implications of digital

consciousness ($130K).

GLOBAL HEALTH AND
DEVELOPMENT

has room for $1.785 million more
funding in 2026. With more funds to

allocate, we can advance high-
leverage independent research

projects on topics like global health
and AI, global burden of disease,

fungal diseases, malaria, and
education (each at $30K–$60K).

ANIMAL WELFARE 
has room for $2.185 million more
funding in 2026. With additional

support, we can accelerate neglected
projects such as scenario planning for

farmed animals ($75K–$150K),
research to reduce farm animals'

sensibility to pain ($40K), and
capitalize on emerging opportunities in
shrimp, insect, or wild animal welfare.

SURVEYS AND DATA
ANALYSIS

has room for $305K more funding in
2026. Additional support would
allow us to pursue projects, e.g.,

about framing and branding EA and
global catastrophic risk reduction

($25K–$100K), and surveys for how
to understand and communicate

about digital minds ($50K–$200K).

    F U N D  A  C A U S E  A R E A  O R  P R O J E C T  T H A T
    A L I G N S  W I T H  Y O U R  P R I O R I T I E S
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https://rethinkpriorities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Rethink-Priorities-2025-Results-2026-Plans-and-Funding-Needs.pdf#page=16
https://rethinkpriorities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Rethink-Priorities-2025-Results-2026-Plans-and-Funding-Needs.pdf#page=16
https://rethinkpriorities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Rethink-Priorities-2025-Results-2026-Plans-and-Funding-Needs.pdf#page=21
https://rethinkpriorities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Rethink-Priorities-2025-Results-2026-Plans-and-Funding-Needs.pdf#page=21
https://rethinkpriorities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Rethink-Priorities-2025-Results-2026-Plans-and-Funding-Needs.pdf#page=27
https://rethinkpriorities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Rethink-Priorities-2025-Results-2026-Plans-and-Funding-Needs.pdf#page=27
https://rethinkpriorities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Rethink-Priorities-2025-Results-2026-Plans-and-Funding-Needs.pdf#page=33
https://rethinkpriorities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Rethink-Priorities-2025-Results-2026-Plans-and-Funding-Needs.pdf#page=33


    M U L T I P L E  W A Y S  T O  G I V E  A N D  C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S

Make your gift through our donation page

Review frequently asked questions about donating to RP

Request a brief via email about our planned work in a specific area

Schedule a free advisory call to explore how our research and insights can
support your giving decisions

Browse our tools to address more advanced questions about philanthropic
decision-making

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to our development
team for more tailored support: 

Whitney Childs
Global Health and Development
whitney@rethinkpriorities.org 

Hannah Tookey
Animal Welfare
htookey@rethinkpriorities.org

Janique Behman
Worldview Investigations, Surveys and Data Analysis
janique@rethinkpriorities.org

Kieran Greig
Wider organizational strategy and plans
kieran@rethinkpriorities.org

development@rethinkpriorities.org - for general inquiries, technical questions 
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https://bit.ly/48di6I2
https://rethinkpriorities.org/donate/#faq
mailto:development@rethinkpriorities.org
https://bit.ly/4nVDfv5
https://parliament.rethinkpriorities.org/
https://ccm.rethinkpriorities.org/
https://rethinkpriorities.org/publications/portfolio-builder-tool
mailto:whitney@rethinkpriorities.org
mailto:whitney@rethinkpriorities.org
mailto:whitney@rethinkpriorities.org
mailto:htookey@rethinkpriorities.org
mailto:janique@rethinkpriorities.org
mailto:kieran@rethinkpriorities.org
mailto:develoment@rethinkpriorities.org


Thank You
Thank you for your continued support through donations, advice, and partnerships
that enable us to deliver high-impact services across global health, animal welfare,
and other critical areas.

Together, we can continue to advance evidence-based approaches to create a
better future.

With gratitude,
The Rethink Priorities Team
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