
JAMES 

HU

London, UK

james@rethinkpriorities.org

www.linkedin.com/in/y-james-hu

ABOUT

EXPERIENCE

Rethink Priorities 2022-PresentResearch Analyst, Global Health and Development (GHD) 
Department

� Conduct impact-focused, generalist research projects on a broad range 
of global health and development topics, with a focus on public health 
interventions, climate change, and poverty reductio�

� Make recommendations for philanthropic donors on the most cost-
effective allocation of $100 million+ annuall�

� Coordinate external communications, including report editing, fact-
checking, publication, and impact tracking

LEEP

University of 
Chicago

2021-2022Intern

� Wrote and developed data visualizations for blog posts to publicize cost-
effectiveness estimate and the impact of lead poisoning on global 
economic productivit�

� Replicated and updated a study linking blood lead, IQ, and economic 
losses, forming the basis of a blog post that was cited by the Center for 
Global Development

2019-2022Undergraduate Researcher (Various)

� Conducted geophysical and environmental research as a research 
assistant in the Geosciences Department and external student at the 
Marine Biological Laborator�

� Contributed to a review of China’s energy system as a research assistant 
at the NSF-funded Center for Robust Decision Making on Climate and 
Energy Polic�

� Honed methodological skillset and developed general research skills as 
a fellow of the Summer Institute in Social Research Methods

James Hu is a Research 
Analyst at Rethink Priorities 
conducting generalist 
research on topics within 
global health and 
development. James has a 
particular interest in 
environmental health and cost-
effective opportunities to 
improve lives at scale.



He initially joined the team as 
a Research Assistant after 
completing his studies at the 
University of Chicago. At 
Chicago, he was involved in 
laboratory and social science 
research, with a focus on 
environmental topics, and 
received the undergraduate 
college’s highest award for 
academic performance and 
community involvement.



Before joining Rethink 
Priorities, James also interned 
with LEEP, a global health 
nonprofit focusing on 
childhood lead exposure, with 
the support of a competitive 
fellowship grant. As one of 
LEEP’s first interns, he helped 
the organization publicize its 
cost-effectiveness model and 
replicated an existing estimate 
of lead-attributable economic 
losses in low- and middle-
income countries.



X Academy
Shanghai, China

Remote

Remote

Chicago, USA

Chicago, USA

Summer 2020House Lead

� Developed and coordinated two weeks of cocurricular programming for 
300+ high school students at a summer institute on science, technology, 
and desig�

� Oversaw pastoral care and organized group excursions for a small cohort

WildBound
Beijing, China

Summer 2019Intern

� Established bilingual website and developed social media strateg�

� Supported curriculum delivery and operations for a two-week expedition 
to a nature reserve in Western China

EDUCATION

University of 
Chicago

Woods Hole, USA

Marine Biological 
Laboratory

Awards: University Student Marshal, Phi Beta Kappa, Robert Maynard 
Hutchins Scholar, Departmental Honors

BS, Environmental Science, summa cum laude 2018-2022

Semester in Environmental Science 2021

LANGUAGES
� English (native�

� Mandarin Chinese (native)

SKILLS
� Spreadsheets: Excel, 

Google Sheet�

� Programming: Python 
(intermediate); MATLAB, R, 
C (beginner�

� Geographic information 
systems: QGIS, GeoDa 
(beginner)
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